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"Well, well,' said he, at last. 'lt seems a pity, but | have done

what | could. | know every move of your game. You can do nothing before
Monday. It has been a duel between you and me, Mr. Holmes. You hope to
place me in the dock. | tell you that | will never stand in the dock.

You hope to beat me. | tell you that you will never beat me. If you are
clever enough to bring destruction upon me, rest assured that | shall do

as much to you.'

"You have paid me several compliments, Mr. Moriarty," said |. 'Let me
pay you one in return when | say that if | were assured of the former
eventuality | would, in the interests of the public, cheerfully accept
the latter.'

"I can promise you the one, but not the other,' he snarled, and so
turned his rounded back upon me, and went peering and blinking out of
the room.
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